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Thursday, 13 November 

9:30–10:00: Registration 

10:00–10:30: Introduction and opening remarks 

Mojca Schlamberger Brezar, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana 

Oto Luthar, Director of the Research Centre of Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts, 

Ljubljana 

Aljaž Sekne, Department of History, Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana 

10:30–11:30: Plenary lecture 1 

Walter Pohl: From genetic storytelling to historical identity research 

11:30–12:00: Coffee break 

12:00–13:00: Humanities and Natural Sciences in Intersection: 

Methodological Thoughts (Chair: Kaja Pavletič) 

Brina Zagorc: Beyond the Sequence: Interdisciplinary Reflections on aDNA and 

Archaeological Interpretation 

Peter Zeller: Regional Climates in the Greco-Roman World – Some Methodological 

Thoughts 

13:00–14:00: Lunch break 



 

14:00–15:00: Constructing the “Other”: Perceptions and Ethnic Discourse 

in Written Sources (Chair: Kaja Pavletič) 

Arturo Massa: Populi, Gentes, and Nationes: The Perception of “Barbarians” in the Sermons 

of Chromatius of Aquileia (388/389–407/408) 

Aljaž Sekne: Two Expansions, One Label? The “Slavs” between Ethnographic Discourse and 

Migration (6th–7th c.) — A Historian’s View 

15:00–16:00: Communities and Identities after Rome: Bioarchaeological 

Perspectives — Part I: Italy (Chair: Brina Zagorc) 

Michelle Hämmerle, Alexandra Chavarría Arnau, Maurizio Marinato, Carla Brauer, 

Alessandra Mazzuchi, Monica Perez, Olivia Cheronet, Susanna Sawyer, Martin 

Kuhlwilm, Ron Pinhasi, Pere Gelabert: Omics analyses suggest diversity within the lowest 

social strata-associated individuals of Late Antiquity in Italy 

Sarah Defant: Continuity and Change in the Late Roman–Early Medieval Transition: 

Interdisciplinary Approaches to Diet, Mobility and Community in Northwestern Italy 

16:00–16:30: Coffee break 

16:30–18:00: Round table: Late Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages 

Between the Humanities and the Natural Sciences: Potentials, Pitfalls and 

Prospects 

 

  



 

Friday, 14 November 

10:00–11:00: Plenary lecture 2 

Susanne Hakenbeck: Telling big stories from small stories 

11:00–11:30: Coffee break 

11:30–12:30: Communities and Identities after Rome: Bioarchaeological 

Perspectives — Part II: Eastern Alps and Carpathian Basin (Chair: Brina 

Zagorc) 

István Koncz: Individuals and communities from the 6th-century CE Middle Danube region 

in light of recent bioarchaeological results 

Magdalena T. Srienc-Ściesiek: Temporal changes in Health and Diet in Early Medieval 

Jaunstein/Podjuna 

12:30–13:30: Lunch break 

13:30–14:30: Communities in Motion: Mobility and Demographic Change 

in Comparative Perspective (Chair: Aljaž Sekne) 

Alok Chaudhary: Migration and Settlement in the Indo-Gangetic Plains: A Study through 

Historical Narratives and Archaeological Evidence 

Salvatore Liccardo: “The Huns rose against the Alans, the Alans against the Goths, the 

Goths against the Taifals…”  Political Upheaval and Population History in the Late Antique 

Tisza Basin 

14:30–15:30: New Perspectives and Frameworks in Social History: 

Historiographical and Data-Driven Views (Chair: Aljaž Sekne) 

Igor Krnjeta: Decline of Rome in the age of “Big Data”: A Proposal for a New Theoretical 

Framework for Researching Socio-Economic Topics in Late Antiquity 

Maureen Boyard: Is crisis a number? The Carolingians and the demography of crisis (8th-

9th c.) 

15:30–16:00: Coffee break 



 

16:00–17:00: Cemeteries, Community, and Social Structure in the Eastern 

Alps and Beyond (Chair: Brina Zagorc) 

Luka Božinović: Late Antique Refuges in the Eastern Adriatic and the Western and Northern 

Black Sea Regions: Problems of Settlement Identification and the Identities of their 

Populations 

Kaja Pavletič: The Archaeology of Identity at Lajh in Kranj (Slovenia): (Rethinking) Gender, 

Age, and Power in a Late Antique Community 

17:00: Conclusion 

 

 

 

 


