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Summary

This double session aims at present a part of my scientific itinerary, from a PhD thesis
focused on a ritual sacrificial practice (kurban) in the Balkans to the issue of
humans/animals relationships. | explain how the religious and political anthropology
of sacrifice led me progressively to question the status of animal death in contemporary
societies. I'll make a focus on Muslim sacrifice and slaughtering, with fieldwork
insights from France, Turkey and Sudan. I'll present some of the contemporary stakes
of the ritual, in terms of food consumption but also virtualization, globalization and
transnationalization of the ritual. As one of the main issues surrounding sacrifice,
I then develop the sensitive issue of animal death in contemporary societies, with a
focus on moral and political debates, and the impact of images in these debates as well
as in the research process.

Objectives

Students will gain insights into some basic concepts and approaches in religious
anthropology, especially the concept of sacrifice, issues of interreligious relationships.
We will deal with sacrificial rituality in the context of contemporary societies, including
political, economical, juridical, sanitary and media issues. Through the question of
animal death, we will explore animal-human relationships and their sensitive/sensory
aspects, and address the methodological and theoretical issues of doing ethnography
of animal death and sacrifice, especially the impact of images.
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Content of the teaching program:

Session 1:

- From rituals to animals: rethinking sacrifice in contemporary societies. Case
study: Sacrifice and social change: practicing kurban in the Balkans
(Bulgaria, Greece).

- Exploring the new senses and norms of the Muslim sacrifice (Istanbul,
Turkey). Ritual marketing, urban governance and humanitarian practice.

Session 2 :
- Interactive presentation of the special issue of the Quebecoise review
Frontiéres on Perspectives on Animal Death.
- Debate and discussion on biopolitics and thanatopolitics of animals; Seeing
and showing animal death: from methodology to ethics.

Required readings:
To be found on:
https://bul.univ-lyon2.fr/index.php/s/SdpaEOkYkBOmDA41
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Reader, London and New-York: Routledge, pp. 215-229.
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Representations and Urban (Dis)orders during the “Feast of the Sacrifice” in Istanbul
and Khartoum », in Mashkour M., Grisoni A. (ed.), Man and Animal Relationships in
the Middle East, Anthropology of the Middle East, 11, pp. 87-111.

Langer, Robert (2008). «The Alevi Animal Sacrifice (Kurban) Between
Professionalisation and Substitution: Recent Developments in the Context of
Migration and Urbanization », in Transformations in Sacrificial Practices: From
Antiquity to Modern Times: Proceedings of an International Colloquium, Heidelberg,
12-14, July 2006, Munster: LIT Verlag.

Reed, Annette Y. (2013). ‘From Sacrifice to the Slaughterhouse:Ancient and Modern
Approaches to Meat, Animals, and Civilization’, in Method and Theory in the Study of
Religion, brill.com/mtsr.
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Bergeaud-Blackler, Florence; Fischer, Johan; Lever, John (ed.) (2015). Halal
Matters. Islam, Politics and Markets in Global Perspective, London and New-York:
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Ethnographiques.org, 33. http://www.ethnographiques.org/2016/Givre
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http://journals.openedition.org/ejts/5560.
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Evaluation

Essay (max 4.000 words) focusing on one of the selected themes (ritual and sacrifice;
animal/human relationships; animal death; religious globalization, etc.), and
including the use and discussion of at least 3 of the required or further readings.



